women of their time. Art was not neglected ; Hippolyte and his younger sister, Sophie, were passionately fond of music, and quarrelled over the piano during the leisure hour. The elder sister, Virginie3 who had a great gift for painting, excited by her comments the artistic curiosity of her brother, and accompanied him on those visits to the Louvre Museum, where he. round so much pleasure and profit.
At the Lycee Bourbon, he formed friendships with Planat, Crosnier de Varigny, Prevost-Paradol, Cornelius de Witt, Emile Durier, Emile Saigey, etc.
Hippolyte Taine, whose numerous scholastic triumphs were a source of pride to the Mathe school, studied rhetoric x and philosophy under the direction of a very distinguished young professor, M. Hatzfeldt, who soon b ecame his friend.
M. Hatzfeldt carefully preserved the best essays of his brilliant pupil; he was proud to think that Hippolyte Taine perhaps owed to him the first idea of his work on La Fontaine ; an essay on Andromaque probably was the origin of an unpublished work on the three Andromaches (Euripides', Racine's, and Virgil's), written at Nevers in January, 1852.
During this school year, 1846-1847, besides his ordinary
1 At that time the scholars who had passed through the seven first classes or forms (8me, 7mB, 6me, 5me, 4me, .31"16 and 2(U) of a French Lycee or secondary school, usually divided, some of them choosing mathematical and some classical studies ; the latter, on leaving the aeconde, class, went for a year into a class called BMtorique, and for the following year into a Philosophic class.
7olles district, which was at that time rather like a remote country town, and then began the life of ardent labour and austere seclusion which young Taine was to lead until he entered
